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fall, and take his place; that he had rejected this prop-
osition with indignation, but had been induced to
promise, that if Philip V. fell of himself, without hope
of rising, he would not object to mounting the vacant
throne, believing that by so doing he would be doing
good to our King, by preserving Spain to his house.

As soon as I heard this, I advised him to make a
clean breast of it to the King, and to ask his pardon
for having acted in this matter without his orders and
without his knowledge. He thought my advice good,
and acted upon it. But the King was too much under
the influence of the enemies of M. d'Orleans, to listen
favourably to what was said to him. The facts of the
case, too, were much against M. d'Orleans. Both
Renaut and Flotte had been entrusted with his secret.
The former had openly leagued himself with the ene-
mies of Madame des Ursins, and acted with the utmost
imprudence. He had been privately arrested just be-
fore the arrival of Flotte. When this latter was ar-
rested, papers were found upon him which brought
everything to light. The views of M. d' Orleans and of
those who supported him were clearly shown. The
King would not listen to anything in favour of his
nephew.

The whole Court cried out against M. d'Orleans;
never was such an uproar heard. He was accused of
plotting to overthrow the King of Spain, he, a Prince
of the blood, and so closely allied to the two crowns!
Monseigneur, usually so plunged in apathy, roused
himself to fury against M. d'Orleans, and insisted upon
nothing less than a criminal prosecution. He insisted so
strongly upon this, that the King at last consented that